Sir,

I have read with interest the paper entitled "ABO blood groups, Rhesus factors and Pemphigus," published in "Indian Journal of Dermatology" 2007; 52 (4), 176-178.

I would like to point out some inadvertent mistakes. Firstly, the authors mention that "the A and B genes are found on chromosome 9 p," while the ABO genes (A, B and O) are located at q34.1-q34.2\[[@ref1]\] on chromosome 9. Secondly, Aird *et al*. (1954)\[[@ref2]\] were the first to show that peptic ulceration was strongly associated with the blood group O. In 1955, 1956 and 1959, Clarke *et al*. found that most patients with peptic ulcers were non-secretors.\[[@ref3]--[@ref5]\] Hence, Valikhani *et al*.should replace reference four in the introduction part with Aird *et al*., 1954.

The authors confirm the absence of influencing environmental factors on the distribution of ABO blood groups. However, the environmental effect is questionable and may affect the frequency of ABO blood groups.\[[@ref6]\] Notwithstanding the fact that the authors have investigated the possible relation between both the ABO and Rh factor and Pemphigus, they discuss in detail the importance of the A and B genes without pointing out to the Rh(D) gene. According to the International Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT), the Rhesus system should be written as Rh(D) and not Rhesus (D) as written in the study.

Regarding "Material and Methods," the authors should mention the method they use (classical slide method, conventional tube method or gel technique). Did they use the forward or reverse grouping to detect the ABO blood groups? This plays a major role in the sensitivity and specificity of the results. The paper missed ethical clearance. Were all the patients aware that their blood was to undergo further investigation for research purposes? Finally, the use of the term "frequency" in the "Result" section of the paper is not apt. "The frequency of Rh-positive blood was 89.62%, while 10.38% of the donors were Rh-negative" should read "The percentage of Rh-positive blood was 89.62%, while 10.38% of the donors were Rh-negative". This is so because the definition of frequency in statistics is "the ratio of the number of times an event occurs in a series of trials of a chance experiment to the number of trials of the experiment performed".
